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SOL T-LI FS”: 


AA VE 


Was left by a Dying Man to his Wife, Children, and Servants, for their Improvement after his 
Death, and for the Adyantage of every true Chriſtian. 


My Deareſt Wife, 


—, | Dottrine of Godour Saviour in all things; and be 


W - might the Ancient Philoſopher 
call Death,that Terrible of Terrables, 
ſince it is fo pertetly oppoſite to 
Nature; and Life is that which every indivi- 
dual Animal fo much covers to Maintain; for 
I would fain know and ſce that. Man that is 
a rational Creature, who when that Minute 
comes wherein there will be a toral Diffolu- 
tion of Soul and Body, and a pertet Annihi- 
lation of his Worldly Being, does not either 
recieve it with great Regret, or.elſe with Fear 
and Trembling; and it it be ſo that the Hea- 
thenus had ſuch a ſenſe of this diſmal Hour, 
that knew nothing they were to givean Ac- 
count 01,ypon their Departure; well may thoſe 
diead it who have heard of Chriſtiazity, ſince 
they mult kiMWchar there is nothing that they 
have b-en culpable of, or deficient wn through 
their whole Lives, but they muſt immediately 
upon their Expiration, _give a ſevere and 
it-ict account of, They further call Hora 
Atartis, Hora Virtutis, and IT am ſure (and every 
goud Chriſtian will acquiels with me ) it 
0':ghr to be lo with every Chriſtian, that in- 
tends to ſee the Face of God and his ever Bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer, with Comtort and Satisfa&tion. 
- Up: tis hour depends the Being, and well 
Being of Soul-and Body to all Erernity. Up- 
o7 this hour depends the everlaſting Happi 
nefs, or Mitzry of unhappy Man : How much 
then ought cvery Soul ro look after, and hour- 
ly conliderthis fatal Hour,than which nothing 
is more certain, than which nothing more un- 
certain; the eternal Gol reſervingit wholly to 
himſelt,that we might be alwaysin a readineſs 


ſure thy own Example may be a dire&ion to 
them, and Reproof alſo if they do amiſs. This 
I thought fit to leave for your direQion in the 
relation of a Mother and Governefs of th 
Family. But hecauſe the Words of a Father 
Deceaſed may have ſome Influence on my 
dear Children, to them therefore I ſhall leave 
ſomthing as a Fathers Legacy among them. 

VIE. As a mother, Beſure you bring up your 
Children in the Nurture and fear of the Lord, 
and if ſo,you need not be Sollicitous for them, 
for God has promiſed to provide for, and take 
care of thoſe that fear him. Be not over In- 
dulgent,forthe ſparing the Red, has often ſpoil- 
ed the Child. Ler not thine Eye pity the 
Corre&tion of thy Children : Firſt give it fo 
thar they may be ſure to enable all thoſe God- 
ly Exhortations and Admonitions, which you 

Il give them from time to time, and when 
they come to Years it will never be forgot- 
ten ; for Train up,a Child in the way be ſhould go, 
and when he is Old he will na depart from it. 
I could add many things, but my time bein 
ſhort, I am forced to beſo too; but becauſe 
as I ſaid before, the words of Dying Men 
have a more than ordinary infjuence upon the 
Survivers, eſpecialry where they admit of 1ſo 
near a Relation; I ſhall theretore conclude 
with tis tnort woity tu my Childzen, 


My Dear Children, 


= you are but Young and tender, yet 
when you come to Years of Diſcretion, 
then you may think of, and put inpra&icethis 
laſt Advice ot your Dying Father: Be obedience 


and not in the leaſt Concerned, or dread it, 
when it ſhall pleaſ: himtocauſe its Approach. 

Bur, my Dear, not to be too tedious in Generals, 
I ſhall deſcend to ſome particular Conſiderations, 
which immediately concern you as a Wife, and a 
Mother to Children; and I do not queſtion your 
ps of them, not only becauſe they were left you 

y one who ) near you, but eſpecially becauſe 
I lcave the > laſt Legacy y@p ever ſhall recieve 
of me in th ld: and they ſay the words of 
Dying Men a greater Impreflion upon the 
Reader, than any other whatſocver. 

Firſt then as a Wite, do not Lament and Grieve 
at the ſevere and heavy diſpenſation of the Almighty 
who knows what is beſt for every one, and no doubt 
lays it upon me, to bring me to himſelf, and has been 
pleaſed in his great Wiſdom to put a Period to my 
Earchly -* in order to bring me home to him. 


'Theretore you do not Repine at that which 
it has plea ur Heavenly Father to lay upon me. 
He always knows what is beſt for us, and hath pro- 
miſed not to lay more upon his Creatures than they are 
able to bear ; and that if he lays great Afﬀfictions upon 
them, he will give them great Patience to undergo 
them. When you find your Spirit ſinking, Support 
it with the refle&ion of the former great goodneſs 
of God, in making us amongſt his rational Crea- 
tures, but not only 1o, but alſo becauſe he has been 

eaſed to give us in a large meaſure all thoſe things 


that the World affords; not only Neceſlaries, (which. 


conſidered ſtritly in themſelves, are much more 
then we could reaſonably expe at his Hands, I am 
ſure much more than we deſerve; for our manifold 
Enormities, whereby we.have ſo often offended 1o 
good and gracious a God ) but even Extraordina- 
ries too, fo that we may very well ſay with the 
holy Pſalmiſt, My Cup runneth over. | 
II. Be always thinking what things he has done 
for others, and believe that he is able ro make up 
the loſs that you at preſent undergo ( if he fees it fit 
tor your good ) for he has graciouſly promiſed, to, 
bea Father to the Fatherleſs and a Husbaud to the Waid- 


dow. I fay, undergo deprivation with patience, and 
conſider that this parting is but for a little time, ir 
will not be long before we ſhall again meet in Hea- 
ven, there to ſing Eternal Hallelujabs to the ever 
Blefled Trinity, with whom is Fullnefs of Foy, and at 
whoſe Right-Hand ave pleaſures for Evermore ; where 
we ſhall ever remain in the fruition of all things that 
can yield true ſatisfa&tion to the Soul of Man; and 
that not for an Hour, a Day, a Weex, an Year, but 
toall Eternity ; where we ſhall never part more. Oh! 
Bleſſed, and tor ever Blefſed be that God, thart is fo 

ood to his Creatures,to provide ſuch a Place for them. 

[HI. Let not the conſideration of the Way being 
Strait and covered with Thorns and Briers, in the 
lealtgdiſmay or perplex thee; but conſider that the 
Happineſs and Enjoyment will be much more ſweet 
and pleaſant; conſider that through this rugged Path 
God brings all his Servants unto their everlaſting 
Reſt. And ſhall we repine at this his holy will, 
when he intends ſo much good to us? Nay, when 
its duration is but ſhort, and our Travel little, in 
compariſon of thoſe innumerable Bleflings and hap- 
pine(s we ſhall enjoy with him for Ever and Ever. 

IV. Let your private Prayers and Acceſles to the 
Throne of Grace be often; be no Stranger at the 
Gate of Mercy, while there is an Ear of favour 
open ; and be encouraged, ſince God hears the cry 
of the Widdow to defend her from all Dangers. 

V. Be alfo frequent in reading and conſulting the 
holy Scriptures ; they are the Oracles of Truth, and 
there you may find the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge ; thence you may ſuck Promiles, that 
will be as Milk flowing from the Breaſts of true Con- 
ſolation. Oh! can I fay it truly that from thoſe 
Fountains haveſtreamed 1uch Cordials into my Soul, 
as now enable me togothrough with this great ſharp- 
neſs of Death. 

VI. Then for thy Servants, Befure that they that 
abide in thy Houſe may be tuchas arcof Honeſt Con- 
verſation, that in theis Lives they may Adorn the 


” 


co your Motherin all things,left you add to her 

preſent Affliction, to whom I refer you for all 
other wholſome Advice and Godly Inſtruftions, and 
ſhall only add this one particular Head : Befure ro 
avoid that Tympany of the Mind, I mean Ambition 
than which nothing is more Ridiculous, and nothin 
more unbecoming a Man ; that which has been the 
Ruine of Thouſands, which Phaeton like, ſoaring 
roo high by the Wings of Ambition, have fallen un- 
der hard Deſtinies; and let them be as a Sea-mark, 
that you may avoid ſplitting on that Rock, which 
was their Ruine, and then you'll be Happy. Beſure 
you remember this as the laſt Council of 

Your Dying Father 
F. G. 


His PRAYER. 


' Moft Gracious and for ever Bleſſed Lord God, I burs- 
bly btſeech thee, through the Merits and Mediation of 
thy Son Jelus Chriſt, to blot out all my Iniquities, aud 
not ſuffer them to riſe in Tudgment againſt me, but give 
me ſuch a portion of thy Grace, that I may withſtand all 
Temptations, as well Gheftl as Bodily. Give me, I beſeech 
thee a ſure hope and confidence in the propitiatory Sufferings 
and Sacrifice of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt. Ac- 
cept of his Death and Paſſion as an Attonement for my 
manifold Enormities, ſo purifie my Heart from all ſin- 
ful and Worldly Corruption, that after the expiration of 
this Uiortal - I may riſe to eternal Glory, And with 
me, O Lord, I beſeech thee Bleſs the whole Race of Mankind, 
but in a more eſpecial manner all thoſe to I am 

near and dearly Related. Prevent them, O Lord, in all 
their doings with thy moſt Gracious Favour, and further 
them with thy commmual Help, that m all their Works they 
may Glorifie thy Holy Name ; Grant this for Jeſus Chrilt's 
Sake, into whoſe Hands I recommend my Spirit, Amen. 


This may be Pztnted. Rob. Midgley. 
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